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that they were in their own house. Kiotsaeton
replied to this compliment by a very well-pointed
and neat retort. ‘‘I beg thee,” he said to the Inter-
preter, ‘‘ to say to that Captain who speaks to us that
he tells a great falsehood with respect to us; at
least, it is certain that what he says is not true.”
And thereupon he paused a little, to let the wonder
grow. Then he added: ‘‘ That Captain tells me that
I am here as if in my own country. That is very
far from the truth. I would be neither honored nor
treated with such consideration in my own country,
while here every one honors me and pays me atten-
tion. He says that I am as if in my own house; that
is a sort of falsehood, for I am maltreated in my
house, and here I fare well every day,—1I am con-
tinually feasting. Therefore I am not as if I were
in my own country or in my own house.”” He in-
dulged in many other repartees which clearly showed
that he had wit.

Finally, Monsieur the Governor came from Quebec
to three Rivers; and, after having seen the Ambassa-
dors, [86] he gave audience to them on the twelfth of
July. 'This took place in the courtyard of the Fort,
over which large sails had been spread to keep off
the heat of the Sun. Their places were thus ar-
ranged: on one side was Monsieur the Governor,
accompanied by his people and by Reverend Father
Vimont, Superior of the Mission. The Iroquois sat
at his feet, on a great piece of hemlock bark. They
had stated before the assembly that they wished to
be on his side, as a mark of the affection that they
bore to the French.

Opposite them were the Algonquins, the Monta-
gnais, and the Attikamegues; the two other sides



